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and all the pent-up exasperation of five years during
which the 'traditional obstacles* had managed to delay
or kill everything for which thousands of Spaniards
had been longing and working. There followed a real
war of the barricades in the towns, and a kind of
jacquerie in the villages, townsmen with sticks, peasants
with scythes, reminiscent of an eighteenth century
Europe, and only possible because in those early days
the Spanish regular army was, as has been said, 'of a
1900 vintage,' and badly found at that. Italians and
Germans, both expecting a rapid success, had provided
Franco with little except aeroplanes, money, some
second-rate munitions and a certain number of tech-
nicians. Their real large-scale intervention *with fully
equipped regular forces began in November during the
second stage of the war.

A civil war of this kind is bound to degenerate into
an elementary and completely savage struggle. Until
it began to take some shape after a few months there
was enough haphazard slaughtering on each side to
enable any .propagandist to accumulate all the "atrocity*
stories that he might desire. Two points must be borne
in mind. In the matter of atrocities chronology is very
important. The regular troops and the Falangists
had been killing for some days before the reign of
terror began on the other side- The wholesale massacre
of trade unionists began immediately after July 20th?
not only at Seville, but at Burgos and other cities.
We have the evidence of The Times that the anti-fascist
movement began in a perfectly orderly manner at
Barcelona, and other places where the revolt had
been quelled. On July 23rd their correspondent reported
that 'our escorts and the Republican crowds in the
towns, all armed to the teeth, were the most amiable